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No: your tenant was quite respectably dressed, but spoke only
broken English, Probably took me for the police on Eric's track.
I can now ascertain your absence without dismounting, by in-
specting the brass face of Xto1 on the door.

468 :    TO RICHARD WARNER2
18. x. 3 2                                                            Mount Batten, Plymouth
Dear Warner, I'm glad Bath fits. So few cities have a dignity,
and none display it more than Bath. Perhaps very young people
may grow impatient over her, but to me every fresh sight of her,
as I come down the hill carefully, is delightful.
Lombard Street goes on. A pneumatic riveter in Glyn Mills
taps its pervasive music into the glass room-full of directors: or it
should be a room-full, only they have proven cowards. There are
no Hollands now, no Martins. Only Robin Buxton holds the
tables with his ears full of cotton wool. Brokers still dash in and
out, but they are all trying to give money back, not to take it
away: and he has to be tactful with them. The city is not itself,
since you left.
Fylfot, No. One takes these names for granted. Of course
the Weekley suggested derivation is bosh. It does not fill feet.
Besides, it was ecclesiastical ornament in the late xn Century
before English was used by clerks. They must look again. I
suggest a foreign word, anglicised in the later Middle Ages:
but I am 30 years stale in archaeology and bookless here.
Boanerges nearly back-fired at your phrase questioning his
power to climb Sion Hill. He would do it if you spelled it with
a Z. So perhaps I and he will roar at your gate one day. Not till
the fine weather comes, however. They only give us Sundays off,
here, and in winter-time I ride very little, except to visit my Dorset
cottage (and future home) to assure myself that all the trees are
growing crookeder and crookeder.
1 Christopher, the Kenning-tons* son.
2 Warner, formerly Chief Cashier at Martins Bank, had, in that capacity, got to know
Lawience, who advised him, on his retirement, to settle in Bath, which he did. He had
written to ask the derivation of 'Fylfit Cross*,